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1. REQUIRED READING: Holes by Louis Sachar

Book Analysis

Paragraph 1:  Who was the most important character? Describe him or her using both internal
and external character traits.  Include his or her relationships with the other characters (how did
they get along).

Paragraph 2:  When did the story change?  Describe the situation and the change that took place.

Paragraph 3:  How did this change affect the story? (Think about how the event(s) above
changed the outcome of the story.)

Paragraph 4:  How could the story have ended differently? Write a new ending. Be creative!

Cover: The cover of your book report must include the title of the book (underlined), author, and
a picture that describes one of the settings in the book.  Include your name and Kaleidoscope 4.

Rubric is at the bottom of the page.

2. Choose one of the following books below. After you read the book, print the
summarizing page at the bottom of this document and fill it out. Bring this with you on the first
day of class.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

Any of the Treasure Hunters series by James Paterson

Rubric
______________________________________________________________________________________________________



Directions: Your essay will be graded based on this rubric. Consequently, use this rubric as a guide when writing your essay and
check it again before you submit your essay.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Traits 4 3 2 1

Focus & Details There is one clear,
well-focused topic. Main ideas
are clear and are well
supported by detailed and
accurate information.

There is one clear,
well-focused topic.
Main ideas are clear
but are not well
supported by detailed
information.

There is one topic.
Main ideas are
somewhat clear.

There is one topic.
Main ideas are
somewhat clear.

Organization The introduction is inviting,
states the main topic, and
provides an overview of the
paper. Information is relevant
and presented in a logical
order. The conclusion is
strong.

The introduction states
the main topic and
provides an overview
of the paper. A
conclusion is included.

The introduction states
the main topic. A
conclusion is included.

The introduction states
the main topic. A
conclusion is included.

Voice The author’s purpose of
writing is very clear, and there
is strong evidence of attention
to audience. The author’s
extensive knowledge and/or
experience with the topic
is/are evident

The author’s purpose
of writing is somewhat
clear, and there is
some evidence of
attention to audience.
The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is/are evident

The author’s purpose
of writing is somewhat
clear, and there is
evidence of attention to
audience. The author’s
knowledge and/or
experience with the
topic is/are limited.

The author’s purpose
of writing is unclear.

Word Choice The author uses vivid words
and phrases. The choice and
placement of words seems
accurate, natural, and not
forced.

The author uses vivid
words and phrases.
The choice and
placement of words is
inaccurate at times
and/or seems
overdone.

The author uses words
that communicate
clearly, but the writing
lacks variety.

The writer uses a
limited vocabulary.
Jargon or clichés may
be present and detract
from the meaning.

Sentence
Structure,
Grammar,
Mechanics, &
Spelling

All sentences are well
constructed and have varied
structure and length. The
author makes no errors in
grammar, mechanics, and/or
spelling

Most sentences are
well constructed and
have varied structure
and length. The author
makes a few errors in
grammar, mechanics,
and/or spelling, but
they do not interfere
with understanding.

Most sentences are
well constructed, but
they have a similar
structure and/or length.
The author makes
several errors in
grammar, mechanics,
and/or spelling that
interfere with
understanding.

Sentences sound
awkward, are
distractingly repetitive,
or are difficult to
understand. The author
makes numerous
errors in grammar,
mechanics, and/or
spelling that interfere
with understanding

Reviewer’s
Comments

Readwritethink



Name
Title of Book:
Author:

SUMMARIZING

Somebody

Who was the main
character or person?

Wanted

What did the
character or person

want?

But

What was the
problem?

So

How did the character
or person try to solve

the problem?



Than

What was the
resolution or

outcome? How did the
story end?


